
Crawley Parish Council
Minutes of meeting held at 7.00pm on 23rd July 2025
at The Lamb, Crawley

Present: Cllrs Heather Northam (Chair), Mark McCappin, Isabel Webb; Penny Garner (Treasurer); Sheena Derry (Secretary); Liam Walker (WODC); Lewis Ross (parishioner).
1. Apologies: Michelle Hill, Nick Field-Johnson.
2. The Minutes of the meeting held on 28th May 2025 were approved. 
3. Declarations of interest: None.
4. Matters Arising: None
5. Parishioners’ Matters
· The PC sent a letter of support for the planning appeal on the land opposite Crawley Mill (24/03039/FUL), but the appeal was dismissed. It is understood that a new planning application will be submitted.
6. West Oxfordshire District Council Report – Liam Walker
· There have been public engagement sessions on the various options for the planned local government reorganisation. West Oxfordshire is supporting the Two Council option, while Oxfordshire is supporting the One Council option, and Oxford City, the Three Council option. The final decision on the new council structure will be made by Government with the new council(s) due to be formed in 2028.
· Confirmation of sites for local housing (350 or more houses) is expected to be released in September. 
· Discussion on the Witney North Strategic Development Area are ongoing.
7. Oxfordshire County Council Report – NF-J sent a written report. He commented on the Local Government Reorganisation and the Local Plan Consultation, together with consultations on part-time lighting and the Oxford Congestion Charge zone. Road surface dressing in the county continues.
8. Treasurer’s Report – HN introduced Penny Garner who has taken on the post of Treasurer.
· HSBC are no longer charging bank charges on our accounts.
· Expenses since the last meeting are the final payment to Google Cloud for the old website, grass cutting, and war memorial flowers.
· The legacies left to the parish council for maintenance of the graveyard and war memorial have been received.
· Current account £1945.05 (including the legacies); Deposit account £1563.89 (including the £1000 flood fund); Defibrillator account £334.76. 
9. Biodiversity – SD 
· The plant survey of the graveyard on 24th June identified 56 species: 8 trees and shrubs, 9 grasses, and 39 herbs. SD thanked the Wychwood Flora Group for doing the survey (assisted/shadowed by HN and SD) and will post the list on the website.
· MH would like to find parishioners who are interested in biodiversity and village maintenance in general. This would spread the workload, share decision-making, and hopefully get more done. SD will send a message round the village and MH will do some notices to display at the upcoming BBQ.
10. Parish Online, Website, email addresses: no report. Several councillors are struggling with emails or the website. HN will contact Parish Online to see if they can provide any training.
11. James Walker. MM proposed a gift of £50 to James to thank him for his work setting up, hosting, and maintaining the old website and emails. Seconded by HN, and approved.
12. Consultation on Local Plan 2041 Strategy – HN. WODC’s Local Plan Strategy is out for consultation. Comments can be made online in the document or sent as a separate document. HN urged all parish councillors to look at the Strategy document and, if possible, make their own comments. If comments are submitted, please also send them to HN, who will then collate them and submit a response from the parish council. MM has already submitted comments in a separate document but would like to add that he felt the terminology used in the Strategy document was not at all user-friendly.
13. Update on footpath and railings. MH continues to ask for an update on plans to repair the footpath and railings on Dry Lane but has had no response. HN and MM recently met Charlie Maynard (MP) and raised the issue with him. He was unaware of the problem but will follow it up. LW also offered to follow up.
14. Update on WING: MM and HN met with Charlie Maynard to discuss WING’s objectives. CM does not think that the North Witney Land Consortium alone can be expected to pay for the West End Link. Actions arising from the meeting:
· CM has offered to organise a meeting with the developer and the key stakeholders, including WING.
· WING to organise meeting with the group opposing the North Witney development.
· The constituent parishes in WING are to be consulted to on possible compromises if the North Witney Land Consortium will not fund the West End Link alone. Other housing developments may have to be involved.

12. Future dates:
10th August 2025 – Summer BBQ
24th September 2025 - PC Meeting
8th October 2025 – Pub Quiz and meal
5th November – Bonfire and Fireworks
26th November 2025 - PC Meeting
17th December 2025 – Carol singing
28th January 2026 – PC Meeting
25th March 2026 – PC Meeting

13. AOB – We have £1,000 available to fund flood defences in the village. HN suggested that we ask parishioners to identify what might help them (e.g. sandbags, pump) and to submit this to the parish council, who will then decide how the money should be used and shared out. Depending on demand and cost, it may be necessary to partially fund individual requests or ask for matched funding.
