


Crawley Parish Council
Minutes of Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
 held at 7.00pm on 28th May 2025

1. Present: Cllrs Heather Northam, Mark McCappin, Isabel Webb, Michelle Hill, Chris Babbage; Sheena Derry (Clerk); Paul Marsh (WODC); Lewis Ross (Parishioner).
2. Apologies: Liam Walker (WODC), Nick Field-Johnson (OCC).
3. Declarations of interest: None
4. Election of Chair. HN was happy to stand again. IW proposed re-election and MM seconded. HN was elected as Chair for 2025-26.
5. Minutes. The Minutes of the meeting held on 26th March 2025 were approved.
6. Treasurer’s Report and approval of the Year End Accounts (2024-25). HN (acting due to vacancy of Treasurer’s post) had circulated relevant draft documents for the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) to the councillors beforehand.
6.1 Certificate of Exemption. The PC is required to formally agree that the parish is exempt from external audit on the grounds that neither our income or expenditure exceeded £25,000 last year, and we are not subject to any concerns regarding our financial conduct. Signed by HN (acting Treasurer), MM (acting Chair).
6.2 Annual Internal Audit Report. This was undertaken by Jane Harris and certified that we met all applicable internal audit control objectives.
6.3 The Annual Governance Statement was approved. Signed by MM (acting Chair), SD (Clerk).
6.4 The Accounting Statement for 2024-25 was approved. Signed by HN (acting Treasurer), MM (acting Chair) 
HN will attend to the final steps to complete the year end accounts process.

7 Matters Arising. 
· The new grass cutting contract has started and overall is going well. Discussions are ongoing about management of the graveyard for biodiversity.
· The trees in The Lamb car park have been inspected. The horse chestnut was diseased and has been taken down. The willow has been pollarded.
8 Parishioners’ Matters. None
9 Treasurer Vacancy. SD will circulate another email round the village asking for a volunteer, HN will put a poster on the notice board, and we will put flyers on the tables to raise awareness and recruit at the upcoming Quiz Night.
10 Discussion and Adoption of the updated Standing Orders, the Financial Regulations, and the Risk Register. These documents had been circulated before the meeting and were approved.
11 Biodiversity.
· Rob Helyar lead a successful short nature walk around one of his fields in the floodplain to show people some interesting flowers, including marsh orchids and ragged robin, and to explain how he manages the land for them.
· The Wychwood Forest Flora Group are due to survey the Road Verge Nature Reserve at the top of Leafield Hill on 1st June, but this is likely to be delayed. It may now be carried out at the same time as the survey of the graveyard. SD will advise when the date is known.
· A Crawley resident has bought the field on the east side of the causeway and plans to “rewild” it. MM arranged for Neil Clennell of the Wychwood Forest Trust to visit and advise on options. The likely plan is to just watch and see how it develops over the next few years.
· MM and SD attended training in Burford for river quality testing. This was run by people who are involved with the Evenload Catchment Partnership testing but would like to set up a similar partnership on the Windrush. It uses a different testing method, and a different app to upload results. This would be more manageable and less costly than the previous testing, with easy uploading of results and accessibility to wider data. It was felt that Crawley PC could only fund this if it was part of a team testing along the Windrush. SD and MM to get back to the organisers to find out how many others are testing or are interested.
12 Parish Online. CB has been working to set up the new parish website and transfer to a new parish council email system. 
· The website is live. The current domain name will be kept for up to a year to allow redirection for anyone visiting the old website.
· Email migration from Gmail is underway. CB is and will remain superuser for emails. He is also superuser for the website, but admin access will be given to councillors as required, eg to upload Minutes, social events, biodiversity updates, and highway/infrastructure updates. Councillors need to advise relevant contacts about the change in email addresses.
· The Gmail account will be closed at the end of June. SD to ask James Walker to arrange this.
13 Future Dates. 
4th June 2025 – Pub Quiz and meal
23rd July 2025 – PC Meeting
10th August 2025 – Summer BBQ
24th September 2025 - PC Meeting
8th October 2025 – Pub Quiz and meal
5th November – Bonfire and Fireworks



