


Crawley Parish Council
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting 
 held at 7.30pm on 28th May 2025

1. Present: Cllrs Heather Northam, Mark McCappin, Isabel Webb, Michelle Hill; Chris Babbage; Sheena Derry (Clerk); Paul Marsh (WODC); Lewis Ross (Parishioner).
2. Apologies: Liam Walker (WODC), Nick Field-Johnson (OCC).
3. Chairman’s report for 2024-25.
· HN thanked all the current parish councillors: MM for work on highways and infrastructure (Witney Infrastructure Neighbourhood Group), MH for work on biodiversity and being a superuser reporting highways issues, CB for negotiating the switch to Parish Online, and IW for becoming a first aider. She also thanked SD for her work as Clerk and on biodiversity, Sue Bremner-Milne and Liv Watts for their work as Treasurer. Special thanks went to Jane Harris for auditing the accounts again, Mary Valentine and Cathy Funnell for upkeep of the war memorial, Rob Helyar for the continued upkeep of the village’s nature verges and to Paul Marsh for facilitating the final cut of the village – pro bono.  Thanks went to Sebastian and Lana, and recently Scott, Laurence and Callum for hosting parish council meetings. HN also thanked the Social Committee for organising village events, and all litter pickers.
· This year we have received a grant from WODC for flood management and have been notified of two legacies left to Crawley Parish Council in the will of the late Gillian Mary Hayes (£250 towards maintenance of the war memorial and £500 towards maintenance of the churchyard and the three Strong Family gravestones).
· Around the village, Chris Grain from OCC Highways did a walk around to discuss the various problems. Some of these have been addressed, if temporarily (gullies cleaned, large pothole outside The Lamb repaired, Foxburrow Lane resurfaced). The barrier along the causeway and the uneven footpath remain hazardous, which MH is vigorously pursuing with OCC Highways. The 20mph speed limit has finally been instated.
· We have new owners at The Lamb – Scott, Laurence and Callum. They kindly laid on a generous Welcome Party for villagers, regulars, family and friends on Easter Monday.
· In March, Jack Wheeler of OCC and Rachel Crookes of Wild Oxfordshire gave talks on the biodiversity of Crawley’s Road Verge Nature Reserves and the wider area, suggesting what we might do to improve what we have, and where to get help.
MM thanked HN for her hard work over the last year.
4. OCC Report – NFJ (written report sent)
a. Over the next four years, NFJ pledged to continue campaigning on several key issues: to stop the dumping of raw sewage into our rivers, improving our roads using better, lasting repairs, and working on a countywide plan to limit HGV’s using our villages and market towns as cut-throughs.
b. Councils across Oxfordshire have agreed a reply to a government request for interim proposals on reorganisation of local government in the county. The options are for 
i. a single county unitary council (OCC’s preferred option)
ii. North Oxfordshire Council (created from the existing district councils of Cherwell, Oxford City and West Oxfordshire) and Ridgeway Council (created from the existing district councils of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse and the unitary council of West Berkshire).
iii. Three unitary authorities – with a unitary city on expanded boundaries as well as northern and southern unitaries, also including West Berkshire.
Further detailed discussions will take place between the councils so that final proposals can be submitted by 28 November 2025. The government will then decide what form unitarisation will take in Oxfordshire.
c. Some roads across the district are being improved as part of a highway maintenance programme – surface dressing involves applying bituminous emulsion onto the road as a binder, followed immediately by the application of chippings to dress the emulsion layer. There is also an additional £1.5m as part of the February budget which will allow our gullies on the highway network to be cleaned once per year. 
WODC Report – PM.
Since being elected a year ago, there has been a general election, with change of government and changed policies, and plans to restructure local government.
a. Central government aims to make big changes to planning rules. The system is complex and is not working well.
b. Preferred options for housing development in the Local Plan have been delayed. WODC is required to build 998 new houses per year for the next 15 years, with new development likely to be concentrated in existing centres. WODC’s approach to the Local Plan will be out for consultation next week, but preferred options will be later. 
c. WODC has recruited more planning officers which seems to be working better so far. There is a charge for advice on planning matters, which will increase revenue. 
d. WODC has brought in a scheme to bring second homes back into use, either for sale or rent. Owners can apply for loans to help complete renovations or repairs.
e. WODC refuse collections are working well.
f. The second phase of transition of staff from Publica back to WODC continues.
5. WING – MM. The group has made good progress this year. They have had useful meetings with most of the stakeholders and now have a better understanding, particularly from the Environment Agency about their ideas, which has led to a modified report. They have also recently met with Mike Cassidy (case officer at WODC), who will now go back to the Developers for further discussion.
WiVTAG continues to be involved with an OCC steering group looking at options for managing HGVs in the county, raising awareness of the issues and possible solutions.
6. Questions. There has been very little, if any, activity from the Developer at the Crawley Inn site. MM spoke to the Developer some months ago and he said the plan was going ahead, but MM has been unable to make contact since.



