


Crawley Parish Council
Minutes of meeting held at 7.00pm on 25th March 2026
at The Lamb, Crawley

Present: Cllrs Heather Northam (Chair), Mark McCappin, Michelle Hill; Penny Garner (Treasurer); Sheena Derry (Clerk); Liam Walker (WODC); Nick Field-Johnson (OCC); Scott Leadbetter and Lawrence Miller (The Lamb Inn); Lewis Ross (parishioner).
1. Apologies: Paul Marsh (WODC)
2. The Minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 2026 were approved. 
3. Declarations of interest: None.
4. Accommodation at The Lamb – SL and LM
· After a year at The Lamb the new owners are looking to evolve and explore other ways to bring in income, and ultimately open 7 days/week. They are keen to provide some accommodation, but as a Grade 2 listed building, the estimate for changes internally is prohibitive. Outside, there is potentially space for two or three one-bedroom shepherd’s huts on land that is underused at the top of the garden.
· NF-J asked about sewerage. Options would need to be explored, such as connection to the mains, a septic tank, or perhaps “eco toilets”. MH asked about parking. This is always an issue and they are looking at ways to ensure sensible parking (e.g. marking bays with sleepers). It is anticipated that the shepherd’s huts would probably only bring two or three more cars to the site.
· If they can obtain approval for their proposals they hope to proceed in the autumn, with the aim of having the huts available for the Christmas period. The PC was in support of the proposal and NF-J said he was happy to support it at County level.
· They are looking at options for outside eating when the pub is not open and hope to trial some ideas over the summer. They also plan to trial a coffee hut in the car park, open from 8am to midday, 7 days/week, selling coffee and pastries, and possibly some other provisions
5. Matters Arising:
· MM has found some signs to direct members of the public to the exact location of the defibrillator. The cost will be £50-60, which was approved by the PC. NF-J offered £250 from his discretionary fund for our defibrillator fund.
· In relation to the damaged handrail on Dry Lane, Sean Rooney (Head of Service, OCC Highways Maintenance) has said that he “has been informed that the works will be taking place in summer of this year”. He was unable to give further detail as the works programmes are yet to be finalised. MH will ask for clarification of whether repair of the footpath will be included in the works as it is currently unsafe.
6. Parishioners’ Matters: None
7. West Oxfordshire District Council Report – LW
· A Conservative amendment to freeze Council Tax for 2026/27, increase enforcement on fly tipping, and establish a Youth Sport Grant Scheme for grass-root clubs has been voted down.
· The garden waste bin license fee stays the same.
· LW reported the large willow tree interfering with telephone cables etc on Fix My Street, but Highways reported back that they do not consider it overgrown.
· In the event of another significant disruption to our water supply, it might be sensible for Crawley to nominate a drop point for bottled water. We should consider this in our Emergency Plan – SD to follow up.
· The new booking system for Household Waste Recycling Centres is not working well and causing confusion and long queues. LW is asking for it to be scrapped.
8. Oxfordshire County Council Report – NF-J
· The Conservative Alliance proposed an amendment for an additional £1.3m for pothole repairs (which would repair a further 20,000 potholes) but the amendment was rejected by the administration. 
· Windrush Valley Area Weight Restriction. WiVTAG and Burford have been working together on this proposal, but OCC claim there is a signage problem. A meeting is planned to discuss this. The planned local government reorganisation (LGR) is likely to mean that any decisions not made by September 2026 will be put off until April 2028.
· There is no progress on the problem of pollution in the River Windrush, which is ongoing. The Government need to take the water companies to task and there needs to be a proper, independent regulatory body with the powers to take action. As parish councils and as individuals the only thing we can do is keep writing to our MPs.
9. Treasurer’s Report – PG
· Bank balances were reported as follows. Current account £3,705.21 (including the legacies); Deposit account £338.02; Ring-fended account (defibrillator and flood funds) £1,416.51.
· OALC subs have been paid.
· Coffee after the litter pick is to be paid.
10. Biodiversity/Maintenance – MH 
· MH has arranged for two work parties to carry out maintenance tasks around the village (primarily painting gates and railings, and tidying up the area around the war memorial) on 29th March ad 12th April. HN confirmed that funds are available for materials.
· Rob Helyar has asked if we can get some new “pedestrians on road” signs as the ones we use for litter picks are becoming somewhat battered. MH to investigate costs. 
11. Parish Online, Website, email addresses – CB was not present at the meeting. Carli Goodfellow has offered to take over managing the website and will be making some changes soon.
12. Grass Cutting. Cori Marlin, who comes highly recommended by Hailey PC, has agreed to take on our village grass cutting. He will undertake three-weekly cuts of the village centre and churchyard, and 5 cuts of the verges between April and September. 
13. Crawley Social Society – MH 
· A request for the PC to purchase the fireworks for next bonfire night was approved.
· A number of events are planned for the coming year – see below under Future Dates. Further details will follow. Any queries please contact Michelle Hill 07391 059744.
14. Planning Issues – SD, MM
· Gladman Developments Ltd would like to speak to the PC about their planned development of land at the top of Dry Lane (east side). Plans are at a very early stage. The PC felt that they should meet with them at some point, but since there are many other things going on around the village at the moment, we should leave this until later in the year. SD to contact Gladman.
· The developers at the Crawley Inn site requested a variation to allow the bin store to be replaced with a bin collection point. No objections were raised. SD to respond.
· On the Crawley Inn site, the new build houses will be named Spring Court, and the renovated properties will be given a building name of The Old Inn.
· HN introduced herself to the developers of the Crawley Inn site and proposes setting up a meeting between them and the PC.
· MM and SD attended a webinar on WODC’s Movement and Place (MAP) Plan. They felt it was very much orientated at people living in towns and would not work for rural communities. MM drafted a response, which was approved by the PC. SD to submit.
· Spatial Area Consultation. MM attended a meeting organised by Minster Lovell PC to consider WODC’s proposals for development areas that would be included in the draft revision of the Local Plan. Minster Lovell’s concerns centre on the possibility that Carterton development could overwhelm the adjoining communities (Minster Lovell, Curbridge, Brize Norton, Carterton). MM’s recommendation was that these parishes could have greater impact if they worked in collaboration.
15. Area Weight Restriction and West End Link Road – MM 
· A meeting was held with OCC to discuss WiVTAG’s proposal for an Area Weight Restriction in the Windrush Valley. OCC had modified the proposal before any discussion and said it wouldn’t work. NF-J is pressing for another meeting.
· Stantec have been appointed by OCC to assess WING’s proposals for the West End Link road alongside other options. After an initial meeting WING understood they would meet again before Stantec submitted their report. A further meeting has taken place without WING representation. MM to follow up.
16. Future dates. HN suggested that the PC should increase the frequency of our meetings to deal with current issues in a timely manner. It was agreed to add meetings in April and June.
15th April 2026 – Quiz Night at The Lamb
22nd April 2026 – PC meeting
3rd or 10th May 2026 – Bluebell walk (date to be confirmed)
27th May 2026 – PC meeting
24th June 2026 – PC meeting 
22nd July 2026 – PC meeting
16th August 2026 – Summer BBQ at Manor Farm
23rd September 2026 – PC meeting
2nd October 2026 – Film Night at Manor Farm
5th November 2026 – Village Bonfire and Fireworks
8th November2026 – Remembrance Service
25th November 2026 – PC meeting
16th December 2026 – Carol Singing at The Lamb

14. AOB
· Peter Massam has contacted us again with an update on his thoughts for the area around the proposed new developments at the top of Dry Lane. It was felt that this should be left for discussion at a later meeting.



