


Crawley Parish Council
Minutes of Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
 held at 7.00pm on 27th May 2026

1. Present: Cllrs Heather Northam, Mark McCappin, Isabel Webb, Michelle Hill; Sheena Derry (Clerk); Liam Walker (WODC); Nick Field-Johnson (OCC); Nicky and Mark Blake, Gillian Yates, Lewis Ross (Parishioners).
2. Apologies: Penny Garner (Treasurer) 
3. Declarations of interest: None
4. Election of Chair. HN was happy to stand again. MM proposed re-election and MH seconded. HN was elected as Chair for 2026-27.
5. Minutes. The Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd April 2026 were approved.
6. Treasurer’s Report and approval of the Year End Accounts (2024-25). PG had circulated relevant draft documents for the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) to the councillors beforehand. HN presented the report.
· Certificate of Exemption. The PC is required to formally agree that the parish is exempt from external audit on the grounds that neither our income or expenditure exceeded £25,000 last year, and we are not subject to any concerns regarding our financial conduct. Signed by PG and HN.
· The Annual Governance Statement was approved. Signed by HN (Chair), SD (Clerk).
· The Accounting Statement for 2025-26 was approved. Signed by PG and HN.
· Annual Internal Audit Report. This was undertaken by Lewis Ross and certified that we met all applicable internal audit control objectives.
· The Certificate of Exemption and Annual Accounts must be submitted and on public display by 30th June.
7. Matters Arising. None
8. Parishioners’ Matters. None
9. Biodiversity – MH. There have been a couple of work parties undertaking various jobs such as painting gates and railings. The new grass cutting contract is operating, with good results.
10. Parish Online, Website and email. No report
11. MAP Plan Consultation. 
· WODC are consulting on their Movement and Place Plan. HN encouraged all councillors to complete the online survey (deadline 2nd June)
· MM and SD attended an in-person consultation in Witney. The main areas of concern are that in the drive to encourage active transport (walking, wheeling and cycling) the proposals do not adequately address the realities of travel from small rural communities, where private car use remains essential for the first stage of most journeys. The suggestion that reducing car parking spaces, and/or charging for car parking would encourage active travel would not allow rural communities to access hubs, such as Witney, for onward travel by public transport, and may damage local businesses.
· MM will draft a response for approval by the PC and will submit on 1st June.

12. Future Dates. It was agreed that the proposed extra PC meeting in June was not necessary.
· 22nd July 2026 – PC meeting
· 16th August 2026 – Summer BBQ at Manor Farm
· 23rd September 2026 – PC meeting
· 2nd October 2026 – Film Night at Manor Farm
· 5th November 2026 – Village Bonfire and Fireworks
· 8th November2026 – Remembrance Service
· 25th November 2026 – PC meeting
· 16th December 2026 – Carol Singing at The Lamb




