


Crawley Parish Council
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting 
 held at 7.30pm on 27th May 2026

1. Present: Cllrs Heather Northam, Mark McCappin, Isabel Webb, Michelle Hill; Sheena Derry (Clerk); Liam Walker (WODC); Nick Field-Johnson (OCC); Lewis Ross, Nicky and Mark Blake, Gillian Yates (Parishioners).
2. Apologies: Penny Garner (Treasurer)
3. Chairman’s report for 2025-26.
· HN thanked all the current parish councillors, particularly MM for his continued work on highways and infrastructure (Witney Infrastructure Neighbourhood Group), and MH for work on biodiversity and being a superuser reporting highways issues, including the causeway railings. She welcomed and thanked Penny Garner in her role as Treasurer and thanked SD for her work as Clerk and Carli Goodfellow for her work on the parish website. Thanks went to Lewis Ross for auditing the accounts, Mary Valentine and Cathy Funnell for upkeep of the war memorial, Rob Helyar for the continued upkeep of the village’s nature verges, and to Paul Marsh for facilitating the final cut of the village – pro bono.  Thanks went to Scott, Laurence and Callum at The Lamb for hosting parish council meetings, and Nick Field-Johnson for the contribution towards upkeep of the defibrillator from his OCC Priority Fund. HN also thanked the Social Committee for organising village events, and all litter pickers.
· Development of the old Crawley Inn site has started and is progressing well. Members of the parish council met with the developers, who are happy to engage with the council. They bought the site with planning permission and are continuing without any significant changes. They hope to be finished by Spring 2027.
· The incident at last November’s firework display, while relatively minor, led to a review of procedures and a comprehensive checklist and guidelines.
· The railings and footpath along the causeway continue to deteriorate. It is now over 3 years since this was first reported to OCC. MH has continues to chase them up for information and a date for work to begin – Summer 2026 has been promised.
· We have a new contractor to cut the grass verges in the village. We receive a grant of £461 towards this from OCC, while the actual cost is £3,525 – most of our total precept of £4,000. If we asked OCC to do it, they would cut only once a year.
· The owners of the land opposite Crawley Mill are still waiting for a response from WODC planning about the hard standing at the entrance. 

MM thanked HN for her hard work over the last year.

4. OCC Report – NFJ
· The Government is due to give their decision on the reorganisation of local government (moving to unitary authorities) by the end of July. Whichever option is chosen, there is likely to be significant disruption as the changeover occurs. There will be new elections for all councillors, who will be in post for 4 years – unlike the current arrangement where approximately one third of councillors are elected in any one year.
· There have been a number of resignations from OCC and they have a new leader (Tim Bearder).
· WODC are planning for 1,900 new homes over the next 18 years. It is essential that adequate infrastructure (doctors, schools, transport, sewerage) is in place before houses are occupied. It is unclear how many houses would be “affordable”. WODC’s recommendations for housing development sites is due by the end of the year.
· NF-J has been working alongside MM and WiVTAG to develop an area weight restriction for HGVs, which OCC are now looking at. OCC agreed to a meeting with local hauliers, which the new cabinet member, Gareth Epps, attended. They have now asked WiVTAG to arrange a meeting with Gloucestershire County Council. 

5. WODC Report – LW.
· WODC’s plan to build on Woodford Way long stay car park has been pushed back because they had used inaccurate data on its use. However it still remains a possibility that some long stay car parking will be lost. The new Movement and Place Plan suggests that parking charges may be introduced, in part to discourage car use.
· Fly tipping on local country roads has increased since WODC changed arrangements at their Household Refuse Sites and introduced charges. They have denied this, but have appointed a new fly tipping enforcement officer, and notices have started to appear on some lanes. 
· West Oxfordshire is taking on some of Oxford’s unmet housing need, without pushing back. Approximately one third of West Oxfordshire lies within an AONB and is not available for housing. 
· The repair of the causeway appears to still be at the design stage.
· Whichever model of local government is chosen, there will be elections in April next year (2028) for 4-year terms.

6. Causeway – MH reported that since a car hit the railings in March 2023, she has in excess of 20 emails with OCC, in which she has raised concerns about the risk of the failed railings and uneven footpath, and that the situation is deteriorating, exacerbated by flooding. There have also been site visits and a newspaper article. OCC have said the work will done in Summer 2026, but the latest information said the design was still in progress, and since procurement will take several months, this seems unlikely. MH will write directly to Liz Leffman (OCC Highways) and Sean Rooney (Highway Maintenance and Road Safety) There was a discussion about other ways we might raise the profile, such as a 3-minute petition in Public Address at County Level, or a local petition.

7. Questions. Mark Blake raised the issue of traffic speeding through the village. LW said that OCC will not use speed cameras in 20mph areas, but we could investigate use of pneumatic strips, which would give information about the speed and type of vehicles. Community Speed Watch can be useful, but it requires commitment from parishioners, tends to give rise to abuse from speeding cars, and the effect can be short lived. Speed signs are beyond Crawley’s budget – we could try crowdfunding.



