


Crawley Parish Council
Minutes of meeting held at 7.00pm on 22nd July 2026
at The Lamb, Crawley

Present: Cllrs Heather Northam (Chair), Mark McCappin, Michelle Hill, Isobel Webb; Sheena Derry (Clerk); Liam Walker (WODC) Paul Massam (invited); Lewis Ross, Rob and Philippa Helyar (parishioners).
1. Apologies: Penny Garner (Treasurer); Nick Field-Johnson (OCC), Paul Marsh (WODC)
2. The Minutes of the meetings held on 27th May 2026 were approved. 
3. Declarations of interest: None.
4. Road Verge Nature Reserves and Proposal for Conservation Areas in Crawley – Peter Massam
Peter lives on the outskirts of Witney and is interested in local history and wildlife. He has surveyed the verges on Burford Road (Tower Hill to Dry Lane) and recently succeeded in having them accepted as Road Verge Nature Reserves. He has also studied the ancient hedgerow and adjacent strip of meadow that stretches from Tower Hill down to Old Mill in Crawley and has looked carefully at some of our own road verge nature reserves in the village. More recently he has found specimens of hoary plantain, cornflower, black poplars, and wild service tree in the area around the headrace Crawley Mill. He is keen to explore this area, and possibly the nearby floodplain meadows, with the aim of getting various sites around Crawley recognised as a Special Area of Conservation for biodiversity. He will explore this possibility with WODC. The PC will contact landowners to see if they would allow access for surveys. The area that Peter is interested in comprises parts of four parishes (Crawley, Minster Lovell, Curbridge and Witney). He would like to establish some form of collaboration between the parishes and is seeking Crawley support.
5. Matters Arising:
· MH has acquired some new safety signs to put up when we are working near the roads. She will add them to the List of Assets.
6. Parishioners’ Matters: None
7. West Oxfordshire District Council Report – LW
· LW continues to argue against the planned building of houses on Woodford Way car park on the basis that the available long-stay car parking is needed and will be under more pressure when the new large housing estates are built. The occupancy data published by WODC is flawed, being based on data from random visits in 2022-23 on weekdays only. A 2-week closure of the car park to assess impact was rejected because it would be “too disruptive”, and a suggestion to use ANPR for a period of 5 weeks was rejected.
· The application for outline planning permission for North Witney Development is moving ahead at speed, without addressing concerns raised by WING (Witney Infrastructure Neighbourhood Group) and NWAG (North Witney Action Group). OCC officers have reversed their decision about building the West End Link Road and appear to be accepting everything the Developers put forward. They have not agreed Section 106 money, and are proposing to modify the existing footway/cycleway so that it remains above flood level. This proposal would take up land that was intended for the West End Link.
· The government has announced its decision on local government reform: Oxfordshire and West Berkshire’s seven existing councils will be replaced by three unitary councils from 1 April 2028. The new Northern Oxfordshire Council will cover most of the existing Cherwell and West Oxfordshire districts. There will be local elections next year.
· Repairs to the causeway in Crawley have been pushed back again to next year. OCC have transferred responsibility for the scheme to another project manager. The proposed plans appear inadequate and will be reassessed by the new project manager.
· Shores Green slip roads are now open to traffic.
8. Oxfordshire County Council Report – NF-J
· OCC Highways held an open day at the depot near Banbury in June, demonstrating different methods of pothole repairs. Several different materials will now be trialled over a 6-month period to determine which last longer and provide more efficient/cost effective repairs.
9. Treasurer’s Report – PG
· Bank balances were reported as follows. Current account £2,308.79 (including the legacies); Deposit account £339.48; Ring-fenced account (defibrillator and flood funds) £2,421.58.
· Recent expenditure was for grass cutting and reimbursing MH for safety signage.
· Annual accounts have been submitted.
· A VAT return has been submitted and money refunded.
10. Biodiversity/Maintenance – MH 
· MH will organise work parties to clear around the bridge and road signs.
· MM and SD have cleared one of the Strong Family graves in the Churchyard. They suggested work parties to help with clearing the remaining Strong Family graves, and any others that are badly neglected – possibly in September.
· MH will create a list of equipment and materials (paint brushes, paint etc) available for village maintenance.
· There will be a litter pick on 4th October.
11. Parish Online, Website, email addresses – No report.
12. Causeway – MH. The new project manager (Michael Coogan) is on paternity leave and will return on 5th August. MH will make contact then.
13. Churchyard Maintenance - see above
14. Social Society – MH. 
· There will not be a firework display this year – there may be a bonfire event, but not on 5th November. John and Michelle Hill have decided, after many years, to step down from lighting fireworks. Training is available for anyone who wishes to step forward.
· There will be a raffle at the village BBQ on 16th August.
· It is hoped to hold some sort of event on 12th August to mark the partial solar eclipse. In addition to the already published film night on 2nd October, there will be a Quiz Night on 4th November
12. Future dates:
12th August – Solar Eclipse event (TBC)
16th August 2026 – Summer BBQ and raffle at Manor Farm
23rd September 2026 – PC meeting
2nd October 2026 – Film Night at Manor Farm
4th November 2026 – Quiz Night at The Lamb
8th November2026 – Remembrance Service
25th November 2026 – PC meeting
16th December 2026 – Carol Singing at The Lamb

13. AOB.
· SD reported that she had completed and a questionnaire for WODC on Open Space Provision in the parish.
· Pam Simpkins has decided to step down from being Secretary/Treasurer for the charity Hailey Relief in Need. She has asked if anyone from Crawley would be interested in taking over. SD will send a message round the village.



