


Crawley Parish Council
Minutes of meeting held at 7.00pm on 24th September 2026
at The Lamb, Crawley

Present: Cllrs Heather Northam (Chair), Mark McCappin; Penny Garner (Treasurer); Sheena Derry (Clerk); Paul Marsh (WODC), Nick Field-Johnson (OCC); Paul Massam (invited); Lewis Ross (parishioner).
1. Apologies: Michelle Hill
2. The Minutes of the meetings held on 22nd July 2026 were approved. 
3. Declarations of interest: None.
4. Matters Arising:
· OCC’s project manager for repairs to the causeway handrail has told us that they will do some trial holes to check for utilities and determine the nature of the concrete foundation blocks. Feasibility sketches can then be produced, which will be discussed with the parish. Detailed designs are expected in January to March.
· Travellers have set up camp on the Road Verge Nature Reserve at the top of Leafield Hill. We have notified OCC and they have been served with notice. It is unclear how long it will take to get them moved off the land. Meanwhile OCC have asked if anyone sees any antisocial behaviour they should report it to TVP via 101 or on their online live chat.
5. Parishioners’ Matters: 
· The owners of the land opposite Crawley Mill have been served with Notice again regarding the hard standing area they created.
· On 8th September a parishioner reported what he believed was his house being cased for suspected burglary attempt. This was reported to the police, and a message was sent round the village to alert parishioners. HN suggested that the parish council look at joining Neighbourhood Watch.
6. West Oxfordshire District Council Report – PM
· The final consultation on the Local Plan 2043 ends on 9th October and the Plan will be submitted in November. While the Government is reassessing the plans for local government reorganisation, effectively nothing is happening. Therefore, the District Council remains the planning authority, with OCC as a statutory consultee.
· The Infrastructure Development Plan has been published and retains the requirement for the West End Link and the Northern Distributor Road as key schemes to report future growth.
· The new National Planning Policy Framework includes a new scheme of delegation that will have a direct impact on the number of planning applications considered by the Council’s planning committee and those determined by Officers under delegated powers.
· WODC will be holding another Waterways Day in The Corn Exchange on 9th October. This is a free event open to anyone interested – further details from WODC.
· Improvements to the High Street in Witney are progressing, but new tree planting has been cut back to two trees at the junction with Welch Way due to underground utilities elsewhere. The black pavement areas will be covered with a light-coloured surface dressing. Works are due to finish in November but planting to green the area will probably take place in March.
7. Oxfordshire County Council Report – NF-J
· WODC is likely to miss its target to build 18,000 houses. A lack of adequate infrastructure is holding up many development sites.
· Local government reorganisation is in a mess, and nothing is being decided since the same people will not be around to implement decisions.
· NF-J requested that we change our meetings to start earlier at 6.30 pm to enable him to attend other meetings. This was agreed.
8. Treasurer’s Report – PG
· Bank balances were reported as follows. Current account £4041.55; Deposit account £340.22; Ring-fenced account (defibrillator and flood funds) £2429.31.
· The second instalment of the precept has been received.
· Final grass cut and Zurich insurance payments to come out.
· Planning for next year’s budget needs to start now.
9. Biodiversity/Maintenance – MH 
· SD has planted some cowslip seedlings in the graveyard.
· We will hold a litter pick on 4th October, meeting at the war memorial at 10am. We plan to also clear the weeds from the bridge.
· MH has the kit to clean the road signs and will complete the risk assessment before a work party on 18th October 10.30 – 12.30.
10. Parish Online, Website, email addresses – No report.
11. Planning Application 26/02060/HHD. The PC has been asked to comment on this planning application. SD to report there were no objections.
12. Update from WING – WING spoke at the OCC Scrutiny Committee meeting on 23rd October to press for the inclusion of the West End Link (WEL) and the Northern Distributor Road (NDR) in development plans for North Witney. The Scrutiny Committee also heard a presentation from OCC Highway Officers and the Cabinet Member, Gareth Epps, on the Movement and Place (MAP) plans for the WODC Lowlands area. The MAP proposals favour the approach of the North Witney SDA developer that has omitted the WEL and reduced the standard of the NDR. The committee asked for the MAP to be amended to include consideration of the WEL and NDR. The findings from the Scrutiny Committee will go through to Cabinet. WING may attend and speak at the Cabinet Meeting. MM advised that WING would like to have a meeting with Gareth Epps. PM offered to facilitate this.
13. Future dates:
4th October – Litter Pick
18th October – Maintenance work party
4th November 2026 – Quiz Night at The Lamb
8th November2026 – Remembrance Service
25th November 2026 – PC meeting
16th December 2026 – Carol Singing at The Lamb

13. AOB.
· SD to contact Pam Simpkins/Ben Mountfield to let them know that we do not need a poppy wreath this year, although we will still make a donation.
· Hailey Relief in Need decided at their Trustees Meeting on 21st September to change their working title to “Hailey and Crawley Community Support” to encourage people from Crawley to apply if they need help. The official title of the charity will not change.
· We have been asked to provide feedback on the success, or otherwise, of the 20mph scheme. SD to respond.
· OCC will launch a 4-week consultation on 13th October on how bus services in Oxfordshire should develop over the next 14 years. The charity Oxon4Buses has provided details of the population of each parish and the frequency of buses, alongside a questionnaire asking about what we would like to change. SD will investigate.
· Peter Massam attended the meeting and reported that the black poplar trees at Crawley Mill are now recorded as “notable trees” with the Woodland Trust. In addition, the signage for the new Road Verge Nature Reserve areas on the Burford Road is now ready, and he will notify SD when it is going to be installed. His plans for a developer-funded (S106) Community Hub associated with any new development at the top of Dry Lane have been supported by Curbridge PC and Witney Town Council. Minster Lovell PC object to the development, but not to the hub if the development does go ahead. Crawley PC hold the same view – HN to respond.
· OCC will be carrying out winter vegetation clearance on a bridleway adjacent to an ancient woodland hedge above the flood plain. Peter Massam has advised that this should be fine but has asked SD to ensure OCC are aware of its status, its notable species (Guelder Rose, Spindle, and Wild Bullace) and that they should allow the crowns of mature trees to continue their growth.



