


Crawley Parish Council
Minutes of meeting held at 7.00pm on 22nd April 2026
at The Lamb, Crawley

Present: Cllrs Heather Northam (Chair), Mark McCappin, Michelle Hill, Isobel Webb, Chris Babbage; Penny Garner (Treasurer); Sheena Derry (Clerk); Lewis Ross (parishioner).
1. Apologies: Nick Field-Johnson (OCC)
2. The Minutes of the meeting held on 25th March 2026 were approved. 
3. Declarations of interest: None.
4. Matters Arising:
· A sign to direct people to the location of the defibrillator has been placed on the wall of The Lamb. MM is organising for another to be placed on the notice board. SD to contact Nick Field-Johnson about release of money that he has offered from his Discretionary Fund for our Defibrillator Fund.
· Representatives from WiVTAG and Burford Town Council met with OCC to discuss their document detailing how their suggested Area Weight Restriction for the Windrush Valley would work. OCC have agreed to consider the proposal and will talk to both Gloucestershire CC (part of the Area Weight Restriction is in Gloucestershire) and local hauliers. A member of WiVTAG has organised a meeting with a number of local hauliers in Leafield.
· Our new contractor has done the first cut of the grass verges, war memorial and graveyard, and the PC is pleased with the work.
· Two work parties have carried out some maintenance jobs around the village: the gates on Dry Lane have been painted, the gates on Leafield Hill have been stained, the railings at the bottom of Crawley Road have been painted, and the posts around the war memorial have been straightened and painted. It was noted that one post on the Leafield Hill gate is rotting (MH to check if this is OCC’s responsibility) and a spare cast for the memorial posts (which are not standard) has been located.
· Suggested tasks for future work parties included clearing the weeds on the bridge, cleaning the traffic signs and plastic bollards. The bollards are showing signs of wear/damage – MH to enquire if OCC will replace. 
· MH has been looking at acquiring some new safety signs to put up when we are working near the roads. She has asked OCC which they would recommend and if they could contribute to the cost.
5. Parishioners’ Matters: None
6. West Oxfordshire District Council Report – No report
7. Oxfordshire County Council Report – No report
8. Treasurer’s Report – PG
· Bank balances were reported as follows. Current account £5,541.30 (including the legacies); Deposit account £338.39; Ring-fenced account (defibrillator and flood funds) £1,416.51.
· The first precept from WODC of £2000.00 has been received.
· A VAT return and annual accounts (AGAR) are due.
· An invoice for grass cutting has been received – HN to check against contract. 
· HN will apply for a new green bin licence.
9. Biodiversity/Maintenance – MH 
· MH plans to do an audit around the village to establish and document what we have.
· MH plans to identify what individuals can do in their own gardens to improve biodiversity. There are numerous simple and inexpensive actions that people can take that can make a difference and raise awareness.
10. Parish Online, Website, email addresses – CB will review the website and liaise with Carli Goodfellow.
11. Development at the Crawley Inn – HN
· Parish Councillors met with developers of the Crawley Inn site, who explained who they are and what they are doing. They are very open to questions.
· There were a number of Key Conditions of planning (such as bats in the roof of the old Inn, which held up starting work on the building) which they have been working through to get signed off.
· They hope to complete the project by Spring 2027.
12. Future dates:
3rd or 10th May 2026 – Bluebell walk (date to be confirmed)
27th May 2026 – Annual meetings
24th June 2026 – PC meeting 
22nd July 2026 – PC meeting
16th August 2026 – Summer BBQ at Manor Farm
23rd September 2026 – PC meeting
2nd October 2026 – Film Night at Manor Farm
5th November 2026 – Village Bonfire and Fireworks
8th November2026 – Remembrance Service
25th November 2026 – PC meeting
16th December 2026 – Carol Singing at The Lamb

13. AOB.
· PG proposed having a “village Library”. We have explored this before, looking for a red phone box, but were unable to find one at an affordable price. It might be possible to build a wooden one, but it would need to be weatherproof. Suggested possible sitings were near the bench below The Lamb car park, or near the notice board.



